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Sverdrup, and the King took a Conservative " fighting ministry,"
under Stang (1889).

Then began the democratic and patriotic agitation against the
King of Sweden. The factory system had been introduced into
Norway, and had created a labouring class. A socialist party
had just been formed among the workingmen (1887) and had
secured the support of the congress of trade unions (1889). An-
other Radical workingman's party, represented by the federa-
tion of the leagues of Norwegian workingmen, demanded
woman's suffrage, a progressive income and inheritance tax,
an eight-ihour day, and legislation in the interest of workingmen.

When the Conservative ministry presented a bill to regulate
relations between Sweden and Norway, the two groups of the
Left united and lefrthe government in minority (February, 1891)*
The King decided to call on one of the Radical leaders Steen.
The Steen ministry did not have at first a majority in the Stor-
thing, but gained a majority in the elections of 1891. The party
had adopted a platform of universal suffrage, direct taxes, and
particularly the creation of a Norwegian ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Norwegian consuls. The elections were very ani-
mated; the Radical Left gained 18,500 votes. It elected 65 depu-
ties, the Sverdrup party 14, and the Conservative party 35.

Trouble began at once with the King on the question of Nor-
wegian consuls. The Storthing declared that the creation of a
consular body was an exclusively Norwegian affair, to be settled
by Norwegian legislation. The King replied that the right of
settling the question belonged to him according to the laws
established on the union of the two countries (March, 1892).
The Storthing determined to create consuls; the King refused his
sanction; the ministers offered to resign, but the King was
obliged to keep them (1892). As at the time of the previous con-
flict, they were met by a question of procedure; the Storthing
claimed the right of final decision, as the representative of the
sovereign people of Norway, while the King affirmed that a
change in the relations established by the union could be made
only by agreement between the two governments. In Sweden
the Diet (April, 1893), in Norway the Right, supported the King.
The King once more took a conservative ministry (Stang, April,
1893) and kept it in spite of the Storthing's vote of want of confi-
dence. The Storthing retorted by refusing to vote funds for
foreign affairs, the civil list, and the ministers (1893), and
determined upon a separate consulate for Norway. The Left